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The Tuesday, October 26, 2004 Legislative Session of Harrisburg City Council is called to order 

at 6:00 p.m. by Richard K. House, President, sitting in the chair. 

 

MEMBERS OF COUNCIL PRESENT 

Mr. Banks, Ms. Payne, Ms. Thompson, Mr. Waters, Ms. White, Ms. Wilson, Mr. House 

 

MEMBERS OF COUNCIL ABSENT 

None 

 

INVOCATION 

Mr. House asks for a brief moment of silence. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The pledge was led by Ms. Payne. 

 

COURTESY OF THE FLOOR 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Dan Holt: I just wanted to come tonight and tell you that I greatly appreciate the honor of the 

Proclomation and to let you know briefly what it’s all about.  Let’s Get Real is a competition that I 

started about 11 years ago.  We work with real corporate sponsors such as Hershey, PPL, and others.  

They provide us with real challenges that they’re faced with.  We put those challenges on a website that 

goes out to anyone in the world and students in grades 6 through 12 put together a team of 2 to 6 

members and they work on real solutions.  They send those solutions in and they are evaluated by the 

scientists, the computer engineers, the people at the corporation who actually have the problem.  They 

send feedback to the students so the students get authentic assessment.  If their solution is good enough, 

they are invited in for the national finals which are held at the corporate offices for the sponsors.  We’ve 

had several successes.  We had a team of 4 seventh grade boys who supplied information that led to 

savings of over $25,000 a year for the sponsor.  We had a team of students who were invited back as 

paid consultants during the summer to implement their solution at one of the sponsors.  It’s a very 

interesting program and it’s a way to get students involved in the real world of work and working with 

real problems and taking on ownership of some of the challenges that face industry and business today.  

In addition, I’d like to say that it’s not just major corporations that can be involved.  We’re a 501(c)(3) 

corporation so non-profit.  There’s no entry fee for the students or the schools.  So any school is 

eligible.  I’ve recently had some communication from some students in Canada.  So we’re potentially 

going international.  It’s something that started in south-central Pennsylvania and has grown.  Last year 

we had students from 8 different states as far away as Oregon.  I really do appreciate it.  I have some 

literature here that I’d like to give to you to explain the program and give you the website.  The 

challenges are not little cutesy kinds of things.  These are major challenges.  One was marketing and 

manufacturing and distribution.  One was, what do we do with the sediment behind the Holtwood 

Reservoir.  Do we dredge it out or do we leave it there?  If we dredge it out, what do we do with it?  

The students that won the competition actually came up with the idea.  They said yes we need to dredge 

it out and in addition they found some plants that if they plant it around the banks of the reservoir where 

they would put the material that they dredged out, the toxic materials in the part that was dredged out 

would be cleasened by the green plants.  There are some real problems and some real solutions and it’s 

a way to avoid the simulation kinds of things that people are not involved with.  The last thing I’d like 

to tell you, when you have the Vice-President of Research and Development of a Fortune 500 

corporation give you his business card and you’re in the 9th grade and he says stay in touch, that’s 

motivation.  Those are the students that they’re looking for scholarships, some internships and 

potentially employment after graduation.  So thank you and I appreciate it very much. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEE 

Ms. Thompson: The Community and Economic Development Committee met on October 5, 

2004.  As I noted at the last Legislative Session, I tabled this particular legislation because I was not 

comfortable and had some concerns about it.  Through some assistance with the Law Bureau, I was able 

to get this Bill drafted up in a way that the Council is not addressing the bar or the restaurant.  That 

issue with me was that we were actually going to be approving a land development application that was 
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unfamiliar to me for the first time that we were voting on a residential unit of 36 units in the same 

capacity of legislation with a restaurant and a bar, under the training provided for culinary students that 

were being a part of HACC’s culinary program.  I thought this was a brilliant concept, however, I had 

concern with attaching a residential unit to a restaurant and a bar where the kids would have direct 

access to.  As I said to you, the legislation that came down was of sound development, particularly for 

expanding the residential units for the students.  For that matter, I support.  So I asked them to separate 

the Bill, make it under one application where we’re just going to vote on the residential units only and 

address the restaurant and the bar at a later time.  I was given a legal opinion by a solicitor in the office 

that this particular application as it stands, Council has the authority just for the 36 residential units.  I 

still have some unresolved business to deal with the solicitor, because they are telling us now that 

Council ordinarily doesn’t have the authority to vote on a bar and a restaurant.  I’ve yet to get clarity on 

that because it doesn’t seem to be accurate information and I’m further investigating that.  As it stands, 

this particular application is addressing the additional development of 36 residential units that will allow 

for the expansion of the International House, which is currently housing students from all different types 

of countries, to come here to get educational training.  That we support in terms of land development 

expansion.  It’s developing an area of our neighborhood that needs redevelopment.  It’s allowing for 

the educational roll of kids to come here to our particular area of Harrisburg and possibly even remain 

here as permanent residents and is actually adding value to our roles for our local community college.  

For that matter, I’m asking my colleagues to give it’s full support.  Later we would address the other 

part of the application.  I’m asking everyone to vote for the extension of the residential units of the land 

development application.  I’m asking for a favorable vote.  Thank you. 

Mr. House: The Administration Committee met on October 7, 2004.  In that meeting, we 

discussed Resolution No. 112-2004, which is authorizing the sale of outstanding City real-estate tax 

liens in the approximate amount of $4.1 million.  These taxes are being sold for the years 2003 and 

prior.  These are delinquent taxes and those delinquent issued in 2004.  I will say that I think we did 

this once before with delinquent water taxes.  We ventured into this.  I will say that the Harrisburg 

School District has already ventured into this.  They have already sold those same tax liens and received 

money to balance their budget.  So therefore, all Council Members had the opportunity.  They all 

attended this meeting.  They asked very serious questions and I realize that some Council Members may 

have some concerns.  However, I have to say that I will be supporting this Resolution this evening.  

Just to give you a little background information, during 1998, the legislature passed enabling legislation 

empowering a tax lien body to liquidate delinquent real estate tax liens by selling the liens and assigning 

the collection efforts to the purchasers of the liens.  The Supreme Court of Pennsylvania in the case of 

Penn Law Corporation vs. GLS Capitol Inc. upheld this program last year.  Therefore with passage of 

Resolution Nol 112-2004, the City would have the flexibility to obtain additional revenue for its budget. 

 Indeed the Harrisburg City School District has already taken advantage of this program and other 

school districts, municipalities and counties are actually pursuing it as I speak now.  Passage of this 

Resolution will enable the City of Harrisburg to obtain immediate revenues from the sale of tax liens 

associated with 2003 in the estimated amount of $1,722,519 and from the sale of 2004 tax liens in the 

amount of $490,000.  This will assist us in balancing the 2004 budget.  If we don’t do this then we go 

down to the trickle down effect.  When we receive the money from the County over a three or four year 

period, this way the City will receive revenues immediately and the delinquent tax payer will lose no due 

process rights.  So therefore, yes, I will be supporting this Resolution.  Accordingly, I ask my 

colleagues to vote in support of this measure that will provide immediate favorable budgetary impact for 

the City, which will also help to balance our budget and finally, will assist in holding the line on possible 

increase of taxes for City residents.  Therefore, when this Resolution comes for a vote, I humbly, at least 

thank each and everyone of you for your consideration in voting favorably for this Resolution.  That 

concludes my report. 

Ms. Thompson: I will be abstaining from this particular vote.  Since I’ve been on this Council, 

I’ve always held the ground that let your yes mean yes and your no mean no.  Usually when my yes 

means yes is because I’ve done my homework to give a yes and vice versa.  I cannot honestly sit up here 

in the best interest of the people that I represent and say yes or no.  So I will abstain.  I want to add that 

I know you have noted about the trickling down effect and also the possibility that if we didn’t that this 

could cause for possibly considering property tax raises.  I’m here to say that there are other mitigating 

factors in this issue.  That is, ever since I have been on this Council, this Administration has sent down 

a budget over their allotted amount.  I can no longer sit here and continue to allow them to send down 

quick fix methodologies to address their over spending.  Some of the over spending is not because of 

the flood.  Some of this over spending is merely because there are some serious controls that need to be 

put in place so that we don’t have massive amounts of over spending.  Even when our economy is in a 
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down-slope, some people have gotten pay raises and still have come down asking for a property tax.  I 

find this to be a quick fix to a long term problem.  I will support the Administration for a long term 

solution as opposed to a quick fix to a long term problem.  To that, I will be abstaining from my vote. 

Steven Dade: Point of order, Mr. President.  You’ve given your report of committee.  Your 

comments on the legislation should occur at the point in time for first reading.  I didn’t want to interrupt 

Ms. Thompson after she had started, but Council Members will have the opportunity to comment on the 

legislation when it is read for the first reading.  But we should move on with the reports of committees. 

Mr. Waters: The Budget and Finance Committee met on Monday, October 18, 2004 to discuss 

several Councilmanic Fund requests.  Please note that as I present this report, Harrisburg City Council 

acts as the grantor and all presenters who become recipients of Councilmanic funds will act as the 

grantee in this capacity.  The Budget and Finance Committee meeting was held here in Council 

Chambers and was attended by myself, Eric L. Waters as Chair, Linda Thompson, Vice-President and 

Member, and Vera Jean-White.  Representing the grantee was Rhodia Thomas, Executive Director 

Sandy Ballord from the Dauphin County Bar Association and Valerie Faden who will be participating in 

the provision of the legal services associated with the Resolution.  This piece of legislation which is 

represented by Resolution No. 130-2004, was brought forth by Councilwoman Linda Thompson in the 

amount of $1,500.00.  The funds will be expended to expand upon the already existing pro-bono legal 

services provided by MidPenn Legal Services to residents and entities in the metropolitan Harrisburg 

area.  Specifically, the funds will be used to expand pro-bono services to the parents of special-needs 

children in the Harrisburg School District.  More specific summation of the legislation will be forth 

coming as we approach Resolution No. 130-2004 on the Agenda.  At the time, I will ask the sponsor of 

the Resolution to further explain if necessary.  The second piece of legislation which is not on this 

evenings Agenda is related to REJOICE, Inc.  There will be additional follow-up pertinent to this 

introductory piece of legislation at the next legislative session.  The last piece of legislation discussed 

was Resolution No. 140-2004 that is sponsored by President House deals with a grant of $1,500.00 to 

the American Heart Association, Capitol Region Division to offset costs and support their annual 

Walk-A-Thon.  Although the Walk-A-Thon occurred on October 10, 2004 and had a record setting 

1,100 participants, I encourage all Council Members to put their support behind this particular effort.  

As it relates to any more specifics with Resolution No. 140-2004, at the time of passage, President 

House will and can elaborate further.  This concludes my Budget and Finance Committee meeting 

report.  Thank you. 

Ms. Payne: I held the Building and Housing Committee meeting on October 13, 2004.  The 

Honorable Linda Thompson was in attendance.  There were two issues on the agenda for my committee 

meeting.  One was a request by James Roxbury, who submitted an application to the HARB committee 

to install a 50 square foot wall sign on the north elevation of 512 North Third Street.  The HARB 

committee reviewed Mr. Roxbury’s application and disapproved it, indicating that it was not in line with 

the historical preservation of the building.  Mr. Roxbury felt that his sign was very appropriate.  After 

discussion with staff and Mr. Roxbury, he agreed to withdraw his application and resubmit it at a later 

date, after sitting down with the City reviewing some other options for sign age, then come back to the 

HARB committee.  So this is going to be put on hold until Mr. Roxbury gets back with staff on his 

preference for a sign.  It was a very good meeting, I think that Mr. Roxbury was very pleased with the 

fact that he’ll have an opportunity to resubmit and go back and look at some other options for sign age.  

The second HARB request was submitted by Nicholas Evanoff.  Mr. Evanoff jumped ahead and applied 

architectural shingles with copper flashing to a roof on 611-615 North Front Street.  This building is 

also located in a historical neighborhood.  The building once had terra cotta tile roofing.  There was a 

misunderstanding on the part of all persons involved in this particular HARB request.  The City staff 

didn’t catch this request in the review process.  Mr. Evanoff was under some misunderstanding that he 

could use a similar type of material to be put on this structure.  The person caught in the middle is the 

owner.  The roofing has been installed, costing around $40,000 to the owner.  The architectural review 

board disapproved this application.  The work was done before the fact.  I was able to reach an 

agreement between the owner and the City staff for them to go back and to see if the owner’s or Mr. 

Evanoff’s insurance company will reimburse the owner for this mistake because the mistake was not on 

the part of the property owner.  It was on the part of the vendor doing the work for the property owner.  

The owner is supposed to get back with me in terms of how much this will cost.  In addition to that, the 

vendor who did the work will also be getting back with us in terms of whether or not his insurance will 

incur the costs of this mistake.  Very costly mistake for the property owner.  I’m looking hopefully to a 

Resolution that will be satisfactory for all parties involved.  That is the end of my report and I thank 

you. 

 



 

 4 

ORDINANCES FOR FIRST READING 

 

ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING 

ORDINANCES FOR FINAL PASSAGE 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

Resolution No. 72-2004 - Moved by Mr. House seconded by Ms. Thompson.  A Resolution 

approving the appointment of Mr. Charles G. Kellar to serve on the Harrisburg Board of Plumbing 

(hereinafter “Board”) with a term expiring December 31, 2007. 

Mr. House asks for an affirmative vote and the vote to be called. 

 

 The Question Being 

 Will City Council Adopt Resolution No. 72-2004? 

 

Yeas: Mr. Banks, Ms. Payne, Ms. Thompson, Mr. Waters, Ms. White, Ms. Wilson, Mr. House 

Nays:0 

 

Yeas: 7 

Nays: 0 

 

Resolution No. 72-2004 passes by unanimous vote of the Harrisburg City Council. 

 

Resolution No. 84-2004 - Moved by Mr. House seconded by Ms. Thompson.  A Resolution 

approving the re-appointment of Ms. Carolyn Keyes to serve on the Building and Housing Code Board 

of Appeals (hereinafter “Board”) with a term expiring August 10, 2007. 

Mr. House asks for an affirmative vote and the vote to be called. 

 

 The Question Being 

 Will City Council Adopt Resolution No. 84-2004? 

 

Yeas: Mr. Banks, Ms. Payne, Ms. Thompson, Mr. Waters, Ms. White, Ms. Wilson, Mr. House 

Nays: 0 

 

Yeas: 7 

Nays: 0 

 

Resolution No. 84-2004 passes by unanimous vote of the Harrisburg City Council. 

 

Resolution No. 112-2004 - Moved by Mr. House seconded by Ms. Payne.  A Resolution 

authorizing the sale of outstanding City real estate tax liens in the amount of approximately 4.1 million 

dollars. 

Mr. House: As I previously stated in my report that I humbly ask for your support. 

Ms. Payne: I am going to give this legislation an affirmative vote, but I want the record to state 

and be clear that we have been promised that the process for handling these tax liens will remain the 

same.  We will not be disenfranchising those persons and not permitting them to go to seek back their 

property if they have the means to do so.  They will still have the same opportunity under this piece of 

legislation that they have always had.  I want to make the record clear that the reason I am doing this is 

because I don’t have the longevity on the Council as Ms. Thompson does.  These are revenues that will 

be coming into the City and we certainly need them so you will get an affirmative vote from me. 

Ms. Wilson: After our meeting that we had, the tax lien sale became a huge question mark in my 

mind.  When you take stock into the information that was received, it makes one question whether or 

not it’s a good thing for the City.  We need to be questioning the administration’s spending habits.  

When we get into a position where we need to sell our taxes to a single entity to clean up a backlog, it 

should make everyone question, what are the people doing that are hired to do the job to collect taxes in 

the City of Harrisburg.  By foregoing those taxes, we ought to be asking the question, what are those 10 

people going to be doing in the year 2005, 2006 and 2007.  We are foregoing three years of collecting 

taxes.  When you look at the revenue and the potential that could be made over a three year period is a 
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minimum of 3.2 million dollars to a maximum of 9 million dollars.  So we’re taking taxes in 2004 that 

are not yet past due but putting them into this deal.  Now we have taxes in 2003 and back that are also 

being put into this.  When I look at this, I question, what are we doing here in terms of the people that 

are in these positions?  I sat here like all the other Council Members to try to make a sound business 

decision.  From a business aspect, I really question it.  I realize that the City needs some money to close 

the gap, but I say tighten your belt straps.  In business you can not afford to overspend and overrun a 

budget and think that you can sell taxes or any other entity and put it into a backlog and give it to 

somebody else.  If we could not collect it, the question in my mind, how successful will they be in 

collecting the same amount of money.  With that, it’s an open question in my mind at this particular 

time, I do not believe I will be supporting it because I think there are a lot of unanswered questions yet 

with a lot of the information.  They have provided an ordinate amount of information.  But to sit down 

and digest something in three weeks and to make a sound business decision for the citizens of this City, 

and no I am not one for raising taxes.  I am here to say, whatever we need to do to tighten the belt 

straps, to make the difference and make the right decisions, that’s what I’m going to do.  At this time, I 

will not be supporting this piece of legislation. 

Mr. Banks: I would actually make a motion to table Resolution No. 112-2004 until Council can 

have an opportunity to obtain the services of the independent entity to provide us with a professional 

opinion.  I’m in agreement with Councilwoman Thompson as well as Councilwoman Wilson in regard 

to this issue.  It’s perfectly clear to me that Councilwoman Payne also has some reservation with regard 

to her position with this issue.  I think that it would be fair, on behalf of all members of Council if we 

were given an opportunity to bring someone from the outside and take a more thorough in depth look at 

this issue. 

Ms. Wilson: I second. 

Mr. Dade: There has been a motion that has been duly moved and seconded.  The motion itself 

is a motion actually to kill the legislation and would require a super-majority of 5 votes for passage.  No 

further action can be taken on the main motion until the subsidiary motion is acted upon. 

Mr. House: For clarification, so every Council Member knows precisely how they are voting, 

would you please explain to Council what they’re yes vote means and what they’re no vote means on 

this motion. 

Mr. Dade: You should give all Members a chance to comment on the motion as presented by 

Mr. Banks. 

Mr. House: Any comments?  Please call the vote on the motion to table and ultimately kill 

Resolution No. 112-2004. 

 

 The Question Being 

 Will City Council Adopt the Motion of Resolution No. 112-2004? 

 

Yeas: Mr. Banks, Ms. Wilson 

Nays: Ms. Payne, Ms. Thompson, Mr. Waters, Ms. White, Mr. House 

 

Yeas: 2 

Nays: 5 

 

MOTION TO TABLE Resolution No. 112-2004 fails to pass due to lack of majority vote of 

the Harrisburg City Council. 

 

Mr. House: City Clerk, would you please give another reading of Resolution No. 112-2004 and 

then I will ask you to call the vote. 

 

Resolution No. 112-2004 - Moved by Mr. House seconded by Ms. Payne.  A Resolution 

authorizing the sale of outstanding City real estate tax liens in the amount of approximately 4.1 million 

dollars. 

 

 The Question Being 

 Will City Council Adopt Resolution No. 112-2004? 

 

Yeas: Ms. Payne, Mr. Waters, Ms. White, Mr. House 

Nays: 0 

Abstains: Mr. Banks, Ms. Thompson, Ms. Wilson 
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Yeas: 4 

Nays: 0 

Abstains: 3 

 

Resolution No. 112-2004 passes by majority vote of the Harrisburg City Council. 

 

Resolution No. 130-2004 - Moved by Ms. Thompson seconded by Mr. House.  A Resolution 

approving a grant of One Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($1,500.00) from the Councilmanic Special 

Projects Fund to MidPenn Legal Services to help expand its clinics in the City of Harrisburg. 

Ms. Thompson: This fine organization that are full of highly intelligent lawyers who are 

constantly giving great service to this region, formally known as Central Penn or now known as 

MidPenn, and have actually taken on a very noble project that they will have services available to 

parents and students, particularly in the Harrisburg School system.  All to often we see the escalation of 

kids who get into trouble because they may threaten an administrator or they may be suspended and a lot 

of this is lack of education, lack of knowledge of the school’s laws.  This particular organization is 

willing to provide the kind of legal services that is necessary to eradicate or reduce the escalation of 

situations that occur inside of school systems that are unnecessary.  They wanted to let this be a first 

time opportunity to jump start this program.  The little bit of dollars that I had I thought was a noble 

cause and a worthwhile project.  All too often you see some kids that are actually hauled off to jail 

because they may have threatened an administrator, by threatening to be violent with them.  Parents 

often need assistance in interpreting the school’s laws and policies.  They often lack that understanding. 

 So this organization will be a mediator to bring about mediation between the parents, the students and 

the administrators.  They’re not going in to be a legal arm to lead to lawsuits.  They pretty much want 

to set this up for the prevention of lawsuits, the prevention of kids being expelled and the prevention of 

kids having to go to jail.  So it’s a great first start and I’m asking for my colleagues to understand the 

legitimacy of this, the need for this and the nobleness of this and support this project with their 100% 

favorable vote.  I will add also, for those Council Members who still have dollars in their Councilmanic 

Funds, they’re looking for further funding because they put in for a higher budget than what’s in this 

resolution today.  If you can find it in your heart to give some extra money to this particular resolution, 

then you can do so at a later time.  Again, I’m asking for your favorable vote to make sure that the 

money that is here can be put into motion so they can get started on this wonderful project.  That 

concludes my interpretation of this resolution.  Thank you. 

Mr. Waters: I just wanted to make a brief comment also in support of this particular resolution.  

During the Budget and Finance Committee meeting, we had discussed not only what Councilwoman 

Thompson had referenced, but also the simple fact that roughly 30-35% of Harrisburg School District 

students receive some degree of support through IEP’s.  People are not aware of the individualized 

education programs.  The federal guidelines associated with this change, the degree of documentation 

and so often our families get lost in the interpretation of these particular guidelines and requirements.  

So as it relates to the support services that our children need and deserve, this particular type of funding 

will jump start and get us back on the track that is necessary.  Once again, I am in full support of this 

piece of legislation. 

Ms. Payne: Thank you for bringing this effort forward.  You are absolutely correct.  There are 

many parents that really don’t know how to navigate through the system of education.  Sometimes when 

their children are in trouble and they end up downtown here, you have no one there that will stand with 

them that understand the laws, understand their rights and even someone who will look at the whole 

family unit and try to discern what is going on in that family unit that may be creating problems for the 

children.  I can’t give you an amount but you have my support and you will have my support financially. 

 

 The Question Being 

 Will City Council Adopt Resolution No. 130-2004? 

 

Yeas: Mr. Banks, Ms. Payne, Ms. Thompson, Mr. Waters, Ms. White, Ms. Wilson, Mr. House 

Nays: 0 

 

Yeas: 7 

Nays: 0 

 

Resolution No. 130-2004 passes by unanimous vote of the Harrisburg City Council. 
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Resolution No. 140-2004 - Moved by Mr. House seconded by Ms. Thompson.  A Resolution 

approving a grant of One Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($1,500.00) from the Councilmanic Special 

Projects Fund to the American Heart Association, Capitol Region Division for support of the 2004 

Walk-A-Thon. 

Mr. House: On September 28, 2004, Christina Perrson, who is the Senior Corporate Events 

Director of the Capitol Region, requested a $1,500 grant from Harrisburg City Council.  Basically, these 

grant funds will be used by the American Heart Association, Capitol Region Division to continue the 

research and educational programs and other community initiatives.  Also, by assisting them, we will 

greatly aid in their ongoing mission to reduce the disabilities and deaths from cardiovascular diseases 

and strokes.  This $1,500 as Councilman Waters stated in his committee report, also will go to assist the 

American Heart Association Heart Fund Walk which is their 12th Annual Heart Walk, which was held 

October 10, 2004.  As he stated, they did have a large, large participation.  Once this money is given, I 

believe that they have some equipment that they want to give to the City of Harrisburg as well. 

 

 The Question Being 

 Will City Council Adopt Resolution No. 140-2004? 

 

Yeas: Mr. Banks, Ms. Payne, Ms. Thompson, Mr. Waters, Ms. White, Ms. Wilson, Mr. House 

Nays:  0 

 

Yeas: 7 

Nays: 0 

 

Resolution No. 140-2004 passes by unanimous vote of the Harrisburg City Council. 

 

Mr. Waters leaves meeting. 

 

Resolution No. 143-2004 - Moved by Mr. House seconded by Ms. Payne.  A Resolution 

approving the re-appointment of Mr. Ronnie G. Shaeffer to serve on the Harrisburg Planning 

Commission (hereinafter “Commission”) with a term expiring November 1, 2008. 

Mr. House asks for an affirmative vote and for the vote to be called. 

 

 The Question Being 

 Will City Council Adopt Resolution No. 143-2004? 

 

Yeas: Mr. Banks, Ms. Payne, Ms. Thompson, Ms. White, Ms. Wilson, Mr. House 

Nays: 0 

 

Yeas: 6 

Nays: 0 

 

Resolution No. 143-2004 passes by unanimous vote of the quorum present of the Harrisburg 

City Council. 

 

Resolution No. 144-2004 - Moved by Mr. House seconded by Ms. Payne.  A Resolution 

approving the re-appointment of Ms. Denise L. D’Addario to serve on the Harrisburg Planning 

Commission (hereinafter “Commission”) with a term expiring November 1, 2008. 

Mr. House asks for the vote to be called. 

 

 The Question Being 

 Will City Council Adopt Resolution No. 144-2004? 

 

Yeas: Mr. Banks, Ms. Payne, Ms. Thompson, Ms. White, Ms. Wilson, Mr. House 

Nays: 0 

 

Yeas: 6 

Nays: 0 
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Resolution No. 144-2004 passes by unanimous vote of the quorum present of the Harrisburg 

City Council. 

Resolution No. 145-2004 - A Resolution approving the re-appointment of Mr. David Morrison 

to serve on the Capital Area Transit Authority (hereinafter “Authority”) with a term expiring December 

31, 2013. 

The Chair has removed this item from the Agenda. 

 

Resolution No. 146-2004 - Moved by Mr. House seconded by Ms. Payne.  A Resolution 

approving the re-appointment of Mr. John M. Brinjac, P.E. to serve on the Harrisburg Board of 

Plumbing (hereinafter “Board”) with a term expiring December 31, 2007. 

Mr. House asks for the vote to be called. 

 

 The Question Being 

 Will City Council Adopt Resolution No. 146-2004? 

 

Yeas: Mr. Banks, Ms. Payne, Ms. Thompson, Ms. White, Ms. Wilson, Mr. House 

Nays: 0 

 

Yeas: 6 

Nays: 0 

 

Resolution No. 146-2004 passes by unanimous vote of the quorum present of the Harrisburg 

City Council. 

 

Resolution No. 147-2004 - Moved by Mr. House seconded by Ms. Payne.  A Resolution 

approving the re-appointment of Ms. Terri Martini to serve on the Harrisburg Board of Plumbing 

(hereinafter “Board”) with a term expiring December 31, 2007. 

The Chair places this item in Administration Committee for further review. 

 

Resolution No. 148-2004 - Moved by Mr. House seconded by Ms. Payne.  A Resolution 

approving the re-appointment of Mr. James Ellison, Esq. to serve on the Harrisburg Civil Service 

Board (hereinafter “Board”) with a term expiring January 1, 2009. 

Mr. House asks for the vote to be called. 

 

 The Question Being 

 Will City Council Adopt Resolution No. 148-2004? 

 

Yeas: Mr. Banks, Ms. Payne, Ms. Thompson, Ms. White, Ms. Wilson, Mr. House 

Nays: 0 

 

Yeas: 6 

Nays: 0 

 

Resolution No. 148-2004 passes by unanimous vote of the quorum present of the Harrisburg 

City Council. 

 

Resolution No. 149-2004 - Moved by Mr. House seconded by Ms. Thompson.  A Resolution 

approving the re-appointment of Mr. Frederick Clark to serve on the Harrisburg Authority (hereinafter 

“Authority”) with a term expiring January 4, 2010. 

The Chair places this item in Administration Committee for further review. 

 

Resolution No. 150-2004 - Moved by Mr. House seconded by Ms. Payne.  A Resolution 

approving the re-appointment of Ms. Angela Watson to serve on the Harrisburg Zoning Hearing Board 

(hereinafter “Board”) with a term expiring January 1, 2008. 

Mr. House asks for the vote to be called. 

 

 The Question Being 
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 Will City Council Adopt Resolution No. 150-2004? 

 

Yeas: Mr. Banks, Ms. Payne, Ms. Thompson, Ms. White, Ms. Wilson, Mr. House 

Nays: 0 

 

Yeas: 6 

Nays: 0 

 

Resolution No. 150-2004 passes by unanimous vote of the quorum present of the Harrisburg 

City Council. 

 

Resolution No. 153-2004 - Moved by Mr. House seconded by Ms. Payne.  A Resolution 

approving the re-appointment of Mr. John Sider to serve on the Business Revolving Loan Committee 

with a term expiring July 1, 2006. 

Mr. House asks for the vote to be called. 

 

 The Question Being 

 Will City Council Adopt Resolution No. 153-2004? 

 

Yeas: Mr. Banks, Ms. Payne, Ms. Thompson, Ms. White, Ms. Wilson, Mr. House 

Nays: 0 

 

Yeas: 6 

Nays: 0 

 

Resolution No. 153-2004 passes by unanimous vote of the quorum present of the Harrisburg 

City Council. 

 

Resolution No. 154-2004 - Moved by Mr. House seconded by Ms. Payne.  A Resolution 

approving the re-appointment of Mr. Gregory Martini to serve on the Business Revolving Loan 

Committee with a term expiring July 1, 2007. 

The Chair places this item in Administration Committee for further review. 

 

Resolution No. 155-2004 - Moved by Mr. House seconded by Ms. Payne.  A Resolution 

approving the re-appointment of Mr. Daniel C. Miller to serve on the Business Revolving Loan 

Committee with a term expiring July 1, 2007. 

The Chair places this item in Administration Committee for further review. 

 

Resolution No. 156-2004 - Moved by Mr. House seconded by Ms. Payne.  A Resolution 

approving the appointment of Mr. Paul S. Bahn to serve on the Historical Architectural Review Board 

with a term expiring September 24, 2007. 

The Chair places this item in Administration Committee for further review. 

 

Resolution No. 158-2004 - Moved by Ms. White seconded by Ms. Wilson.  A Resolution 

approving an amendment to an inter-municipal agreement between the City of Harrisburg, the Borough 

of Penbrook, Susquehanna Township, and Lower Paxton Township, to work cooperatively on securing 

funding to do a redevelopment study for the corridor identified in the respective municipalities as State 

Street, Walnut Street and Jonestown Road. 

The Chair places this item in Public Works Committee for further review. 

 

Resolution No. 159-2004 - Moved by Ms. Thompson seconded by Mr. Waters.  A Resolution 

approving applications for funding from the HUD 108 Loan Guarantee Program, the Brownfields 

Economic Development Initiative Program and Economic Development Initiative Program to enable the 

remediation and redevelopment of the blighted Brownfield parcel located at 1000 North Cameron Street. 

The Chair places this item in Community and Economic Development Committee for further 

review. 

 

Resolution No. 160-2004 - Moved by Ms. Thompson seconded by Mr. Waters.  A Resolution 
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approving an application for a Redevelopment Assistance Capital Program Grant for funding to enable 

the remediation and redevelopment of the blighted Brownfield parcel located at 1000 North Cameron 

Street. 

The Chair places this item in Community and Economic Development Committee for further 

review. 

 

Resolution No. 161-2004 - Moved by Ms. Thompson seconded by Ms. Payne.  A Resolution 

approving a grant of Two Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($2,500.00) from the Councilmanic Special 

Projects Fund to the Boys and Girls Club of Central Pennsylvania (hereinafter “Club”). 

The Chair places this item in Budget and Finance Committee for further review. 

 

Resolution No. 162-2004 - Moved by Ms. Thompson seconded by Mr. Waters.  A Resolution 

approving a Preliminary/Final Land Development Application for the development of a 6,400 square 

foot library with associated improvements at 2410 North Third Street. 

The Chair places this item in Community and Economic Development Committee for further 

review. 

 

Resolution No. 163-2004 - Moved by Mr. Waters seconded by all.  A Resolution recognizing 

and honoring REJOICE! Inc. 

Mr. House: On behalf of Mr. Waters, I believe Ms. Thompson is reading the resolution. 

Ms. Thompson reads Resolution aloud. 

 

 The Question Being 

 Will City Council Adopt Resolution No. 163-2004? 

 

Yeas: Mr. Banks, Ms. Payne, Ms. Thompson, Ms. White, Ms. Wilson, Mr. House 

Nays: 0 

 

Yeas: 6 

Nays: 0 

 

Resolution No. 163-2004 passes by unanimous vote of the quorum present of the Harrisburg 

City Council. 

 

Resolution No. 164-2004 - Moved by Ms. Thompson seconded by Mr. Waters.  A Resolution 

approving a Preliminary/Final Land Development Application for the construction of an additional 36 

residential apartments located at 29 South Third Street, as an expansion of the International House. 

Ms. Thompson: I have given my report on this particular land development application and I 

just ask that you call the vote. 

 

 The Question Being 

 Will City Council Adopt Resolution No. 164-2004? 

 

Yeas: Mr. Banks, Ms. Payne, Ms. Thompson, Ms. White, Ms. Wilson, Mr. House 

Nays: 0 

 

Yeas: 6 

Nays: 0 

 

Resolution No. 164-2004 passes by unanimous vote of the quorum present of the Harrisburg 

City Council. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Ms. White: The Children and Youth Committee will be having it’s first web telecast here on 

Saturday hooking up to 50 states.  As you know I serve on 5 national boards and Children and Youth is 
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one of them, plus the Pennsylvania League of Cities boards, which I serve on the Children, Youth, and 

Family Committee.  This is a group of all of us getting together to say that we need family, we need 

faith base and the ministers to come forward.  There’s a recent article in the newspaper saying how 

important families are to not only our communities, but to the government bodies.  So I am the host of 

that event on Saturday from 12 noon until 2 pm.  We will telecast.  We have national speakers coming 

from quite a few of the states to talk about black on black crime.  To talk about children and family, to 

talk about those teenagers who are abstaining from those very things that bring ill to our community.  It 

is time that we get together as a faith, freedom and family on a national perspective to show what we are 

doing in Harrisburg.  It’s right here at City Hall in the Atrium on Saturday.  Two of my Council 

Members who are a part of the Children and Youth Committee, Councilwoman Susan Brown-Wilson 

and Councilman Otto Banks who will be co-hosting this program.  I know that they have very busy 

schedules but they are on the committee along with some of the other Council Members who will 

probably be there also.  We are asking everybody to come because in order to make a difference in the 

United States, in the City of Harrisburg, we must break all barriers to do this.  I have briefly spoke to the 

President about a Councilmanic matter that I would like to bring forth and use whatever few 

Councilmanic funds that I have to support this very fine organization.  Club 14 is having everybody’s 

birthday party.  They would like to invite you.  I would like to purchase tickets to give to those who are 

less fortunate in that community so that they will be able to come to the event.  There’s a free meal, it’s 

home-cooked.  I’m asking that this be put in Budget & Finance Committee, although it will not occur 

until Saturday, October 30, 2004 at 4pm at Hall Manor.  That concludes my discussion and thank you 

for the opportunity. 

Mr. Banks: It is important to notify the community and put them on alert that Election Day is 

stead-fast approaching and next Tuesday, November 2, 2004 is Election Day.  In keeping with that, I 

would like to share some information with our community.  It’s a story about a man who sometime ago 

lived in a place of blatant discrimination, where people of color dared not even speak of civil rights, 

much less campaign for them.  This man wanted to change his community.  As a result of his activism, 

he and his family endured numerous threats and other violent acts.  Still he persisted.  He persisted in 

his efforts to organize voter registration drives and demonstrations.  He spoke eloquently about the 

plight of his community and pleaded with government officials for some sort of progress of race 

relations.  Opponents of change viewed him as a very, very dangerous man.  His wife once stated in an 

interview that we both knew he was going to die.  On June 12, 1963, upon his return home, just after 

midnight from a series of NAACP functions, Medgar Evans was shot in the back.  His wife and children 

who had been up waiting for him found him bleeding on the doorsteps.  I opened the door and there was 

Medgar at the steps face down in blood, Ms. Evans remembered in People Magazine.  The children ran 

out and were shouting, daddy get up, daddy get up.  Ladies and gentlemen, it is time for all of you to get 

up.  It’s time for you to get up and vote.  This man died to give many of you a right you don’t even 

exercise.  We as young people in America have nothing to lose and everything to gain from this 

upcoming election.  Our loved ones are dying on foreign soil, we can’t get meaningful employment, 

prices are out of control, crime is ravaging our neighborhoods, our children are being left behind, and 

more of our people in this community are in jail than are  in college.  To add insult to injury, no one is 

listening, so on November 2, I urge each and every one of you to get out and vote and make sure that 

your voice is heard.  Send your message, go out and vote. 

Ms. Thompson: By the time that it comes around for our next new Council meeting, this will be 

serious old business.  I think it’s important that I put it out there now.  The Boys and Girls club came to 

the Council in need of help to prevent from their club closing down.  I want this community to know 

that Council was first on the front line to respond to that organization’s needs.  However, the way that 

we legislate, we are not able to give them their money as quick as others have given.  I made several 

phone calls to State Representative Ron Buxton and Senator Piccola, sent transmittals of letters to them 

and had a meeting with them and also the unit manager.  The papers will probably announce tomorrow 

and the news may have already announced that they are giving some amount of dollars to this 

organization.  I want this community to know that this Council reacted first on the line and by the time 

our stuff comes down for a vote the news will be old business.  But I do want to share with this 

community that the Boys and Girls Club on Cumberland Road will no be shutting down.  Their unit 

manager is here tonight and she’ll probably have some remarks to give.  Thank you. 

Mr. House: Before we go to public participation, considering that my full-time job where I do 

work in the Department State as you have probably heard.  Overseeing some of the new election laws 

that have been placed into effect within all the counties and to echo what my colleague, Mr. Banks, said, 

this show will probably only air maybe 3 times prior to the November 2 election.  I hope that everything 

that he said, bringing the history of how the voters act came into effect, but more importantly, this is 
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probably one of the most important elections that each of us in these Chambers now will ever be a part 

of.  I hope that everyone takes this election seriously.  It is a serious issue and it’s something that we 

better not wake up the next day and say, oh, I forgot to vote.  If you do, shame on you.  You get what 

you ask for.  So I ask everyone, please, we are not telling you how to vote, but we are asking you and 

we are pleading with all of you.  Please go out and vote November 2nd.  As Councilman Banks said, 

express that right that we have earned.  Please vote. 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

Mary Hess: My brother and I are the owners of Mackeries, a stand in the Broadstreet Market.  

We are one of the newest vendors in the market having just opened in May of this year.  We distributed 

information to all of you Council Members and to the Mayor regarding correspondents that my brother, 

Joe, and I have had with the Market Board and with the management of the Board.  On several issues, 

we had discussions with several other vendors in the market.  So this has been an ongoing process since 

June of this year.  Joe and I planned that opening our business in the market would give us the 

opportunity to take advantage of local traffic as well as the neighboring state office complex.  Since my 

previous business did not have the advantage of a market setting, I was very optimistic that we would do 

well with the large customer base at the market.  We were also very encouraged when the 

market-master told us that opening in May would be an excellent time of the year to open.  As it has 

worked out, we were almost immediately disappointed with the amount of traffic at the market.  Having 

just opened we knew it would take time to establish ourselves and learn what people who shopped at the 

market were looking for.  We did know however that the number of shoppers at the market was not 

nearly what we were anticipating.  More and more in talking to our fellow vendors, we discovered that 

they too were frustrated with the management and the Board of the market.  Senior vendors cautioned 

us against hoping that they would listen to us.  Most felt that they did not want any vendor input into the 

operation of the market.  Since Joe and I have had extensive managerial experience, we felt the need to 

try to establish a line of communication with the market-master and the board.  We could not stand idly 

by and not try to improve the situation for all of us vendors.  When I spoke to the market-master about 

my concerns, one of the first things that she told me was that I needed to get the vendors to agree on just 

one thing in order to get everyone on the same page.  We came up with three things.  It quickly became 

apparent to Joe and me that the number one thing that vendors agreed on is that the management of the 

market must change.  The present manager does not display the positive professional attitude towards 

vendors and customers.  She does not have the interest of the regular rent paying vendors as her top 

priority and she is not doing a good job of listening to the vendors and using them to promote the 

market.  The second thing that the vendors agree on is that we need vendor representation on the board.  

We need to know that our concerns are being addressed and that our suggestions are being discussed.  

When we brought this up to the management and the board, we were ignored.  We have never gotten 

any vendor representation on the board.  Thirdly, we need a solid, effective marketable plan 

immediately to increase our customer base and to make the market a thriving landmark for the City of 

Harrisburg.  I feel that my correspondence speaks for itself.  We have made every effort to 

communicate our concerns to the market-master and the board.  We have tried to remain positive and 

realistic in our expectations but we need to know that we are bing listened to.  Working together, the 

board, management and the vendors along with the Mayor and City Council, we can revive the 

wonderful historic treasure that the Broadstreet Market truly is. 

Dorothy King: I’m a vendor at the Broadstreet Market.  I’ve been a vendor for 9 years.  I thank 

you for being able to address my concerns.  My first concern is that we have tried many times to work 

with the board and the market-master and it has been of no avail.  Now they have a policy that they have 

instituted with which they gave us only a month without us being notified or even involved in.  I 

brought a copy of the lease and the rules and regulations.  I made a copy for each one of you.  I just 

want to read what it says.  On the first page of the rules and regulations of the Broadstreet Farmers’ 

Market, it says that the regular business hours: The Broadstreet Market will be ope for business from 7 

am through 5 pm on Thursdays and Fridays and from 7 am to 4 pm on Saturdays, with the Stone Market 

being open on Wednesdays from 9 am to 2 pm.  The market’s operating days and/or hours may be 

changed from time to time with the vendors’ opportunity to express their opinions prior to any change.  

Vendors may enter the market.  Then it gives a description of the times.  I feel that this is something 

that I can agree with when we sit down together because this is their rules and regulations that they came 

up with.  Now they came up with a policy that they instituted and we only had a month’s time to review. 

It.  Then they went forth with it.  As you know, all of us vendors and members of the board of directors 

have struggled for years developing consistent business hours in order to attract more customers to our 

market.  In fact, inconsistent business hours have been problems for decades at the Broadstreet Market.  
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We all agree that consistent business hours with every vendor open and vending are what our customers 

are looking for.  Those consistent hours are critical to increasing customer traffic.  It says that the board 

is instituting the policies to develop compliance with public business hours so that the market vendors 

and board of directors can advertise and promote its current prospective customers with the goals of 

increase in traffic.  This is like a lie to me because we did not agree together.  That’s what we had done 

in the past.  I’m just saying, in my opinion, when I look at it, we didn’t agree on anything. 

Mr. House: Can I just ask you a question?  Were any of you called in for this?  For your 

information, when I was provided that memorandum, I did contact the individual and they told me that 

all the vendors had approved these new changes.  So you have the inside information that you’re 

hearing them say right before us that they were never contacted, yet the board chair is telling me that 

they all approved this.  Once you see this and look at it, I think you’re going to be quite upset with what 

you see. 

Joseph Mackery: My sister and I opened our business in May of this year.  We spent a great 

deal of time with our business plan which was required by us to open our business.  Copies of this plan 

have been provided in your information document.  Perhaps the most important information in our plan 

is our break-even analysis, which as you can see are the total sales we need to make everyday that we are 

open just to break-even.  As you can see it is a modest amount, even for the considerable financial 

investment that we made to open our business.  To date there have been less than 20 days that we have 

reached or exceeded this amount just based on the business we do at the market.  At no time were we 

ever told that our expectations were unrealistic.  It is the duty of the market-master and the board of 

directors to be honest with potential vendors instead of simply trying to lease space in the market.  The 

market is in a crisis situation due to its mismanagement and its lack of focused marketing efforts to 

benefit the vendors of the market.  Without the vendors, there can be no market.  We have been 

mislead on a regular basis about the marketing efforts, taking place to promote the market and its 

vendors.  Our suggestions and concerns to the market-master are either ignored or met with hostility and 

antagonism.  Every special event that takes place in the courtyard of the market does nothing to promote 

the vendors inside the market.  Those who work hard everyday and without whom there would be no 

market.  The management of the market must be changed.  The vendors have lobbied on numerous 

occasions to have representation on the board of directors.  This request has been ignored.  Without 

vendor representation, the board is missing critical information and good input from the people who 

make the market happen.  Vendor perspective is critical to making sound decisions for the future of the 

market.  In closing, we would welcome the opportunity to meet with any or all of you to discuss in 

greater detail how we as vendors can help the market prosper and grow.  The future of the market 

depends on significant changes being made immanently.  Thank you. 

Patrice Massey: I opened Café Serendipity at the Broadstreet Market in April of this year.  It’s 

one of those things I had a conversation with my daughters that if I don’t do it now, I’m not ever going 

to do it because the older I get the more fearful I’m going be of change and failure and all those things.  

So this is a dream and my dream is failing.  My dream is failing because I opened in a place based upon 

the promises or the lies that I was told.  I was told about the traffic was in the market.  I was told what 

hours were going to be at the market.  I was told what other businesses were doing in the market.  I was 

told what the wishes were of other vendors in the market.  None of which has turned out to be true.  

I’ve got a great product.  I’ve got a great café.  I’ve got wonderful neighbors.  We have a family in 

there.  I was recently hospitalized and people who I’ve only known since April came up with a menu 

and came up with things to do to try to help me keep the café open.  Unfortunately, I couldn’t for those 

few days.  But that’s the kind of family of vendors we’ve got going on in there.  We’ve tried to find out 

who the board members are, who is on the Broadstreet Market Board.  We have no idea.  We’ve also 

asked, the way things are represented by the market-master, we thought certain things were her 

responsibility because she represents them as her responsibility.  We found out that really is not her job. 

 We would like to know who is the marketing committee.  Is there someone with PR experience on the 

committee?  Where is the marketing plan?  I’ve been in radio.  I’ve been a professional for all of my 

adult life.  My business now and my lively hood hinges on it.  I love this City.  I just moved into 

midtown because I love this City and I love my business.  We need to know what’s going on. 

Sophie Nelms: I own Sophie’s at the market.  I’ve been there for going on 2 years March 1st.  

When I moved into the market I was told I would be a scratch baker with breads and desserts and 

wonderful things and I think I’ve accomplished that.  The problem is what has happened is we’ve gone 

to meetings there.  They do not listen to anything you say.  They’ve made promises.  One of the 

biggest gripes I have is that we are paying $100 a month for our hoods to be cleaned.  In the 18 months 

that I’ve been there, they have not been cleaned.  I brought that up to one of the meetings because now 

they’re not having meetings any more.  They told me immediately that they can’t clean the hoods 
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because not everybody is paying their rent.  So I’m just making you aware that I’m probably going to be 

moving out of the market.  I really hate the thought of it because I do give them $1,200 a month and 

they really don’t care whether we’re there or not.  It has affected a lot of these vendors.  I just wanted to 

let you know.  I do have some information to let you see where my business is going and it’s actually 

going down. 

Rafiqua Muhammad: I’m a vendor at the Broadstreet Market.  My husband and I have been 

there about 20 years.  Some things that are afraid to be said because some of our vendors have been 

threatened that if we came to City Council this evening that we would be making it very, very difficult 

for all the vendors in the market.  When that was said to me personally, I’m making it public.  I took it 

as a threat and you need to know what exactly is going on in your buildings.  We are paying hundreds 

and thousands of dollars to be there as vendors.  We get no respect.  We are being fined $100 a day if 

we’re not open based on their new policy.  If we are not there half an hour prior to the new hours, we 

are being fined $25.  If we leave half an hour prior to their new hours we’re being fined another $25.  

Since October 18, my husband and I have, to this day, our fines are approaching almost $600.  Plus the 

rent that we owe.  We are looking at right now paying a $1,300 bill that we cannot afford.  You’re 

going to lose all your vendors at the market.  It’s not just a few of us here.  All of us.  You’re going to 

have two empty buildings based on this new activity that they are doing.  We also have some 

recommendations that we would like to present to you.  We need to have an effective market-master.  

We have a petition, I will give you a copy, of 17 signatures asking for market-master removal.  Also, we 

want our board removed.  Our board is ineffective.  It seems that we are working for them.  I think that 

they are working for us because we pay for everything in there.  Why should we do self promoting when 

we do have a marketing plan.  They will tell you that they have one, marketing on the food channel and 

on the Bravo network.  When you have people who shop in that community that don’t even watch those 

stations.  Our marketing-master refused to do any local media.  That’s disgusting.  We’re spending 

mega amount of dollars somewhere else.  We don’t know who are target area is.  We as vendors know 

who are target area is, it’s the Harrisburg community, it’s the Capitol region.  We have looked at 

comparable markets.  We know we are in line with comparable markets in the state of Pennsylvania.  

Not everybody is open 6 days a week and open until 9 o’clock at night.  We are open 3 days a week.  

All we ask it to build up on those 3 days a week, Thursday, Friday and Saturday.  Support those 3 days 

before we add on extra days and extra hours.  Several years ago going back maybe 8-9 years ago, we 

had over 3,000 people shop in our market doors.  We barely have 1,000 and I’m being generous with 

that number.  It’s very frustrating to be an entrepreneur in this community and really function on these 

conditions.  We need to have people in that market that knows the importance of micro businesses and 

small business activity.  These people don’t have an idea.  Whoever is appointing these people to serve 

on our board, we would like to make recommendations to who we would like to see on our board.  

Also, one thing we want to put to rest, the vendors at the Broadstreet Market have never had an issue 

with the City Council, with our Mayor, and we’ve never had a beef with our board.  It’s about 

communication.  We have to do this together.  We need help.  We need the City to step in to see what 

is going on at the market.  Not just now, but in the future.  This is the second time that we have been 

here before City Council because several years ago 6 black businesses were getting put out because they 

were black.  This is the type of stuff that is going on.  So what we’re asking, please, could somebody sit 

down with us, we want to come up with a plan and we want to move forward with this process.  We 

want to be able to come to Council with good stuff.  Thank you. 

Mr. House: Mr. Solicitor, I need to just ask this question.  I have to ask because when I 

requested the names of the board, I was told there was no board.  I was given the name of one individual 

who then would not give me names of board members.  They had the individual contact me at my place 

of employment.  I talked to her.  She indicated that she was the Chair.  I went through all this 

information that was provided to me by the vendors and told that individual that under what authority 

did they have to move this new ludicrous, outrageous issues by fining these individuals if they don’t 

open by a certain time, if they’re not there for a day they get fined and they have to come up with an 

excuse saying that they were deathly ill, hospitalized.  This is serious.  This is what they were told.  

This is what they are telling me and I’m saying to this young lady, she says that the vendors agreed to 

this and set this whole thing up.  Now, we have a serious problem.  This is no joking matter by no 

means.  People are being lied to, they’re putting measures in place that they’re telling me that this is 

what they do at the Reading Market, at malls.  This isn’t a mall.  This is supposed to be a community 

farmer’s market.  These are small entrepreneurs.  Now to be placed with these outrageous burdens, we 

have to do something and we have to step in and stop this immediately, like tomorrow.  We need to let 

these individuals know that this has to cease.  We have the Mayor’s assistant here, I’m not overstepping 

my boundaries, but I’m telling you, if nothing happens here, you’re going to see me up here holding 
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press conferences in the market.  I’m going to be raising you-know-what.  I’m serious.  These 

individuals in here don’t need to be coming in here bringing information like that to us.  Mr. Solicitor, 

I’m pleading with you now, we need to stop this.  We need to somehow step in there and say to stop this 

until we get in there and find out what the problem is. 

Mr. Dade: We’ll come in tomorrow morning.  I’ve had dealings with the solicitor for the 

market, not recently but in the past several years, I have had recent communications.  This is news to me 

this evening.  I will work with the City Clerk and I will work with the Mayor tomorrow morning. 

Sybil Peachlum: Unlike these folks here, I’m an outside vendor.  A couple of years ago I 

decided to set up a stand at the market.  I have new merchandise that I sell at wholesale prices.  So I 

thought this would be a good avenue for people to be able to purchase merchandise at drastically reduced 

rates and not have to pay retail and save a lot of money.  I began setting up there.  When I first started, 

the table was always down, I just walk up and put my things on the table.  Now the table is locked.  

There are other changes that have been made.  The City required me to purchase a City Mercantile 

Business License, which I have no problem with that.  The City needs revenue and I don’t see any 

problem with that at all.  I had to get a vendor’s license, I didn’t see any problem with that.  Soon there 

after, I started to have trouble with the market-master, Barbara Skelly.  Barbara is very rude toward me.  

I don’t know why.  It may be because I filed a case with the Human Relations Commission against the 

market.  So a lot of retaliation is starting to come down.  As of recent, in fact on the same day that these 

folks were told that they had to start paying these fees, I received a letter telling me that they will no 

longer rent space to me.  So I go out in the field with my merchandise.  I’ve seen not one, not two , not 

three, not thirty, not forty customers, I’ve seen more than a hundred customers.  I’ve counted them.  

They’ve asked me, where were you?  Why haven’t you been at the market?  I can’t go back because 

I’ve been told that they won’t rent space to me.  It’s in the City Ordinance that it is required for a person 

that is able to do this type of work that you can auk.  I stand out there and I say to come over and take a 

free look.  They call that shouting.  As a result, they’re telling me that they do not want to rent space to 

me. 

Paul Bluste, 1600 Front Street.  I’m very upset with what I’m hearing here tonight.  Let me 

give you a brief history.  My great-great grandfather, in 1860, built these markets.  I would just happen 

to be the President of Harrisburg Historical Association when the City was soliciting a new operation 

management company.  We solicited the City.  I put together a package that we could run the market 

without an authority.  It is way out of control.  This is not what I presented to the City.  Historic 

Harrisburg must be so far out that they do not care about preservation anymore.  If they are willing to let 

a market fail after the foresight of the people of this town and that community built that market and there 

were many markets in this City.  That market is still standing.  It was locally that my great-grandfather 

was a doctor and did business on Susquehanna Street and found it with 9 other business men to build 

that market so that there would be local produce brought in by the community.  I’m just voicing my 

opinion to tell you how disgusted I am with historic Harrisburg at this time. 

Jason Smith: One quick thing in the market, with my business we do what we call 

brainstorming.  The market’s current situation, it sounds like they are doing a lot more blame-storming.  

That’s when things start to turn south.  I think it’s time to start brainstorming and that’s just got to 

happen.  I’m in the business of ideas.  Last year at this time, I came before you and you were very 

respectful and generous with your time in listening to the fight against the Wild West Museum.  That 

went pretty well.  At the time, we also expected people had other priorities for how the public funds 

should be spent.  This year I’m engaging in a process to determine what those priorities are.  Citizens 

for a better Harrisburg is creating what we’re calling a people’s priorities document.  Next month, we’re 

going to be coming in and hopefully presenting that to you in some form or fashion.  I wanted to use 

this opportunity to request people to give ideas for that document.  We’ve been gathering ideas online 

via e-mail.  We’ve had dozens of responses, lots of great ideas.  I want to encourage people to mail 

ideas in to us if they don’t have internet access because we want every idea to be heard and every idea to 

count.  So I have the address here. 

Mr. House: I’m not giving you any free advertisement here.  Stop this right now, please. 

Mr. Smith: Ok.  I just wanted those who do not have internet access to be able to get in on this.  

Thank you very much for your time. 

Alfreada Woodyard: I thank you for the opportunity to present myself to Council once again.  

As you know we were here last time and came before you with an issue with the Central Boys & Girls 

Club of Central Pennsylvania, in particularly, the Cumberland Road Clubhouse.  I’m here today to 

thank you for supporting me in this effort.  I’m saying me in particular, but Boys & Girls Club as an 

organization.  To my knowledge, we have never come before Council for anything.  I’m here to ask 

you to support Resolution No. 161-2004 that will be coming before you hopefully in the next session.  
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We appreciate your support.  The outpour of recognition and concern and support from the community 

and surrounding communities, we’ve gotten phone calls from everywhere.  I’m totally overwhelmed.  

So I thank you, my children thank you and we appreciate your continued support.  With regard to the 

Children and Youth Commission, who I am the facilitator of the Youth Council, I look forward to 

having the inauguration with the Council Members with your Youth Council, who you have met at one 

time, but they are yet to have the formal recognition.  So hopefully that is one thing that we can get done 

in November so that we can continue to move forward with the things that we’re doing. 

Taylor Child: I am thankful that you’re keeping the club open.  By doing this, you’re letting a 

lot of opportunity flow in for these kids and I’d like to thank you. 

Richard Smith & Sara Smith, 2209 Berryhill Street.  We’re here to talk about an issue that 

should be of interest to all homeowners, landlords and tenants in the City of Harrisburg.  We own a 

property at 1601 Thompson Street.  We own a landlord license and all of our inspections are up to date. 

 On July 1 of this year, we received notification from our tenants that the basement of this home was 

flooded with raw sewage.  After investigating this issue further, we found out in June that a private 

contractor hired by the City did some excavating directly behind our property.  During the course of this 

project, was instructed, by the City, to sever the pipe that was the collector of our sewer and two other 

properties.  The back up as a result of this caused my tenants the occupants of the other homes to live in 

very unsanitary conditions.  Everyone basically had to move.  Let me make this clear.  They did not 

dig and accidentally crush this pipe.  They located the line, observed it, determined it to be live, then 

crushed the pipe and covered it with concrete.  This was brought to the City’s attention but they offered 

no solution.  When I mention the City, I’m specifically talking about employees of the Codes 

Department.  What they said first was they didn’t know the pipe was ours.  It’s their responsibility to 

know or to take steps to find out.  They did take quick steps to cover up their mistakes as they then tried 

to inform us that it was an illegal connection anyways so we would just have to get a new sewer 

connection.  After that, they sent us a letter ordering us to hook up our sewer system.  We’re aware that 

many homes in this City are built with party-line sewers.  Although, according to City Ordinance 

8-105.19 (a) construction of new party-lines are prohibited, however, section b preserves the rights of 

previous party lines.  Section B states that party line sewers in existence prior to the passage of this 

chapter may be repaired or replaced though they are able to exist.  This chapter was enacted in February 

of 1987, long after these homes and many other homes in the City were built.  Even if the City 

suspected that we had an illegal connection, although it was not, they cannot deny people due process 

and take this type of action that would cause this type of property damage and get away with it.  We’re 

hearing that we’re not the only people in this situation.  If there are any other residents of Harrisburg 

who have experienced this, we would like them to call us.  We requested the City to notify their liability 

carrier.  Adding insult to injury, the City did not provide the insurance company with completely factual 

information.  What they did was cited current construction codes only.  Therefore, the claim was 

denied.  The City also claimed the line was illegal because it did not appear on any City maps.  When 

we met with the Codes Department regarding these City maps, they were lacking identification for the 

majority of the sewer lines in Harrisburg.  When we questioned them about this we were told that the 

prior administration did not keep records for the first 50-60 years of the 19th century.  Essentially, their 

claim means that lack of proper record keeping makes your sewer system illegal if the prior 

administration didn’t get it put on the map.  We want our home back.  We want the City to pay the cost 

of hooking up our sewer to the public sewer system.  We want the City to pay the cost of restoring our 

home to the condition it was in before they did this.  Now we want the City to pay for our losses.  This 

action was reprehensible on the part of the City.  They do come inspect our home on a regular basis.  

Tell us we need to change a door handle or a window screen.  But they think they don’t have to tell us 

that they’re capping our sewer line.  What did they think was going to happen with all the sewage when 

it had nowhere to go?  Where was there concern for the health and welfare of the occupants of these 

homes?  We’re requesting the Council to develop new regulations if not currently in place that prohibits 

the City from crushing unknown sewer pipes without notifying surrounding home-owners or posting a 

notice of such action or running them in the newspaper.  We have overwhelming documentation to 

support this line is legal.  We attempted to resolve this with the Code Appeal Board.  The Board was 

basically powerless.  They were told by a City attorney to dismiss the case as being moot.  That’s 

exactly what they did.  Why are these boards in existence if they are not going to help resolve issues?  I 

think what we have here is an issue that is recurring.  I want to assure the City, this will be reviewed.  

This is not the most economic and vibrant area of the City.  Despite this, we put a lot of work and 

money into this home.  We’re requesting that City Council look into this.  We’ve been very patient and 

reasonable throughout this whole situation.  The only step we have not yet taken is legal action.  As a 

life long resident of Harrisburg, it would be a shame for me to actually have to do that in order to get 
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some type of resolution from the City.  They made a mistake, they should have corrected it.  Or they 

should have allowed the insurance company to do so.  Please look into this issue. 

Mr. House: I’ll tell you this.  You have this Council shocked and it’s no doubt you know 

precisely what you’re talking about.  If you could meet with Ms. Gloria Martin-Payne afterwards, we’re 

going to step into the matter with you. 

Darnell Williams, 2402 Magnolia Drive.  I noticed that you have some concern about cell 

phones in City Council meetings.  I was wondering if City Council would consider putting two signs 

outside both doors saying that Council is in session and to turn off all cell phones prior to entering.  

Prior to do so will result in a $10 fine.  That would turn cell phones off. 

Ms. Payne: Maybe we should hire the market-master. 

Mr. House: I think that would be a good note to end the meeting. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

The Chair entertained a motion for adjournment and it was seconded by Mr. Banks.  The 

meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 
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